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What is Children’s Week?

Children’s Week is a national celebration held annually through the fourth week of October, promoting
awareness of children’s rights under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The
week encourages participation in events and activities that support children to be seen, heard and celebrated in

every community.

Children’s Week 2026 occurs from Saturday 24 October - 1 November 2026.
Meerilinga Children and Community Foundation Inc. (Meerilinga) is the convener of Children’s Week in Western
Australia and a representative on The Children’s Week Council of Australia. Meerilinga has a proud history of

promoting and celebrating children across our state and raising awareness of the UNCRC.

Each year, an article of the UNCRC is selected as the theme for Children’s Week across the country. Meerilinga
and its sponsor partners then support a wide variety of WA organisations to promote and host events aligned
with this theme.

The national theme for Children’s Week 2026 is based on UNCRC Based on Article 30:
Children have the right to use their own language, celebrate their culture and practise their religion.

We encourage host organisations to use the theme to focus on the rights of children, as a way to engage our
diverse communities in a variety of family-friendly activities that encourage and facilitate children and their
families to play together, learn and connect through Children’s Week.

For a full listing of the Rights of the Child, download the official poster here.

For further education on a rights-based approach to caring for children, click here.

Who is Meerilinga?

Meerilinga is an iconic not-for-profit organisation and registered charity based in Perth, Western Australia. We
have been promoting positive childhoods in WA communities for over 100 years. Beginning in 1911, Meerilinga’s
mission is to be outstanding in the development and wellbeing of children, supporting families and the
community as a local, independent, charitable organisation.

Recognised for excellence in promoting and supporting the education, care and wellbeing of children,
Meerilinga is an early childhood education and care provider and registered training organisation.

We are strong advocates for improving the quality of life for children, the importance of positive childhood
experiences, and raising awareness for children’s rights. Meerilinga has been the convener of Children’s Week in
Western Australia and representative on the Children’s Week Council of Australia since 1985. In this capacity,
we organise and promote a variety of community events, activities and grants on an annual basis, with the
generous support of our sponsor partners.


http://www.childrensweek.org.au/
http://www.meerilinga.org.au/
https://www.childrensweekwa.org.au/resources/posters/
https://meerilinga.org.au/learning-hub/
https://meerilinga.org.au/about-us/history/
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Meerilinga operate eight children and community service locations across Perth, including seven Early Learning
Programs for children of two to five years of age. We work with key partners across our local centres to
enhance community participation, collaboration and connection and to support parents, including as major
partners in the South West Metropolitan Parenting Service.

Meerilinga Training College (RTO 6000) is a registered training organisation that prepares the next generation
of childhood educators. We offer classroom-based, school-based and traineeship courses for Job Ready skills,
Certificate |1l (CHC30125) and Diploma (CHC50125) in Early Childhood Education and Care. These courses are
offered at a variety of convenient locations across Perth. Discover more about the Meerilinga Training College
here.

Children’s Week 2026 Community Grants Program
Meerilinga, through the support of our sponsor partners, Lotterywest, the Department of Communities and the

Department of Education is providing grants to Western Australian not for profits, community organisations and

local government authorities across metropolitan, rural and remote locations to host activities or events that
celebrate Children’s Week.

Eligible organisations may apply for a grant of up to $1000 (excl GST) to support the hosting of events for
Children’s Week.

Meerilinga wish to support impactful community events and recognise that larger events typically require the
collaborative effort of numerous local community organisations. To encourage and support this approach,
increased funding may be available for eligible organisations that wish to collaborate on larger community
events.

Please note that an application for the Community Grant Program does not guarantee funding. We will contact
all grant applicants to confirm successful applications.

Key dates:
Applications must be received by 31 August 2026.
e Successful applicants advised of conditional approval mid September 2026.
Grant funding is expected to be paid end of September 2026.
Applications must be submitted via the Children’s Week WA website

APPLY NOW


https://meerilingatrainingcollege.org.au/
https://www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au/
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-communities
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/
https://www.childrensweekwa.org.au/
https://www.childrensweekwa.org.au/grants/
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1 - Program objectives
The key objectives of the Program include:
e Celebrate children and the importance of learning through play and positive childhood experiences.
e Support families through free place-based events and activities that enhance community connections
and a sense of belonging.
e Provide access to information and community services that improve the health and wellbeing of
children and families.
e Raise awareness and understanding of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Children.

e Strengthen local community partnerships and forms of collaboration.

2 — Eligibility Criteria
Eligible groups and organisations include:
e anot-for-profit organisation or a local government authority.
Individuals or organisations who apply for grant funding under the auspice (sponsorship) of an eligible
organisation will not be considered. Parents & Citizens organisations (or similar) of a primary or secondary
school may be eligible, provided they meet the eligibility criteria.

The following groups are NOT eligible for grant funding:
e Primary and secondary schools
e For-profit organisations, including those operating as:
kindergartens
long day care
outside school hours care service
family day care
playgroups.

0 O O O O

Are you wanting to partner with another eligible organisation?

Eligibility for funding over $1000 (excl GST)

We encourage applicants to collaborate with othereligible community organisationsin support of larger events
that are more accessible and deliver greater community impact.

Applications that demonstrate genuine community partnerships and collaboration will be considered for an
allocation of grant funding for each eligible organisation. i.e. The community event may be allocated a
maximum of $1,000 (excl GST) per partner organisation.

For example, a collaboration for a larger community event in a regional town, arranged by three eligible
organisations, may be considered for up to $3000 (excl GST).
For a list of eligible activities/events see ‘6 - Requirements for Community Grant Funding’.
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3 — What the Grant covers
The Community Grant Program is intended to enable organisations to deliver a range of events and activities
during (or close to) Children’s Week, such as:

e group activities for children

e open access events that promote local community services

o free family workshops, seminars or talks

e excursions/day trips for children and families

The Grant can be used to fund expenses for eligible events and activities, such as:

e learning or craft materials

e publicity and marketing costs

e equipment and venue hire

e entertainment, including guest speakers, performers or other artists

e healthy food and non-alcoholic beverages

e additional administrative costs incurred by staff or volunteers as an outcome of organising an activity
(e.g. mileage for travel) can be up to 15%.

The Grant may not be used for:

e capital purchases of equipment

e interstate or overseas travel

e individual prizes

o staff salaries

e retrospective allocation to past expenditure.

4 - How to Apply

Organisations may only apply for one grant. If you are a large organisation, please consider if other parts of
your organisation may also be applying. (For example, a local government authority with events occurring
across multiple towns).

If you are collaborating on an event with other eligible organisations, please apply for one grant and list the
details for each eligible organisation you are working with.

Applications must be lodged through the Children’s Week WA website.

For any questions regarding the grant applications process, please contact: marketing@meerilinga.org.au

5 — Assessment and Notification
Applications for Community Grant Funding will be assessed against the following criteria:
1. Extentto which an application reflects key objectives of the Program
2. Strength of the application’s communication strategy and proposed reach to children and families in
support of diverse and inclusive events.
3. Incorporation and promotion of the Children’s Week 2026 theme
4. Levelof collaboration with otherlocal organisations, especially by partnering with eligible organisations
for an application


https://www.childrensweekwa.org.au/grants/
mailto:marketing@meerilinga.org.au
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5. Grant funding allocation across rural, remote and metropolitan communities.

Community Grants applications undergo assessment by the Meerilinga Children’s Week WA team. If there are
any discrepancies or conflict of interest, the CEO of Meerilinga will be consulted.

Meerilinga will endeavourto ensure that the total of funded activities represents a balance across geographical
locations, participant age groups, numbers and organisation types. Priority will be given to locations that have
been identified as experiencing vulnerability and disadvantage.

1. Applications close 31 August
2. Assessment of application by Meerilinga Children’s Week Upon receipt
WA team
3. Notification of approved grant applicants by mid September
Distribution of grant funding Within last two weeks of
September
5. Grant acquittals due 15 December 2026

These dates are subject to change.
Grant monies will be transferred to successful applicants via EFT into the organisation’s nominated bank
account.

6 — Requirements for Community Grant Funding

Recipients of a Children’s Week Community Grant must:

1. Use the Grant solely for the provision of a Children’s Week event as detailed in their application

2. Follow the Lotterywest Good Practice Requirements.

3. Ensure that all employees and volunteers of the organisation and event comply with the Working With
Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004. Please refertothe Government of Western Australia website
for more details (click here).

4. Include the Meerilinga, Lotterywest, Department of Communities and Department of Education logos on
promotional material and signage

5. Attain individual consent for all images of people that are used for promotion of the event, or which are
provided for grant acquittal.

6. Register the event on the Children’s Week WA website

7. Complete the Grant Acquittal as soon as possible after the event and at latest by 15 December 2026.


https://www.childrensweekwa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Good-Practice-Requirements-012024.pdf
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-communities/working-children-check
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Event Advertising

Successful applicants are required to promote their activity/event to encourage attendance and generate

community awareness of Children’s Week. When promoting the event, recipients must:

e Acknowledge the funding assistance provided by Meerilinga, Lotterywest, the Department of Communities
and Department of Education by:

o including the provided logos on any digital/physical material and signage (excluding when sharing
promotional photographs to social media). These logos will be provided to successful applicants.

o Tag Meerilinga (Facebook, Instagram), Lotterywest (Facebook, Instagram), the Department of Communities
(Facebook, Instagram), and Department of Education (Facebook, Instagram) when sharing promotional

material on social media.

o Usethe hashtags #Meerilinga, #Lotterywest and #CWWA2026 when sharing promotional material on social
media.

e Prior to the activity/event, share information on their Children’s Week activity/event a minimum of two
times through available digital channels.

o Digital channels may include a social media platform, an email newsletter or large group messaging
application.

o Screenshots must be provided in the evaluation report.

Event Requirements
Events that are held as part of a successful application, will:
e Be offered free-of-charge
e Acknowledge and celebrate Children’s Week and The Children’s Week National Theme for 2026
e Hold their event during or close to Children’s Week (24 October - 1 November 2026)
e Abide by current health guidelines, with event organisers assuming responsibility for the wellbeing of
attendees

Event Registration
Successfulapplicants must promote their Children’s Week activity/event by registering it on the Children’s WA
website. When doing so, your registration must:

e Please include relevant descriptive detail of what is planned.

o Instead of “The children will paint pots”, try “At our community day, we will have multiple crafts
including painting pots and making hats. Please wear clothes that can get messy!”
e Include a representative picture to display on the website. This is likely the same as a promotional flyer
or design used to promote the event.

e Include details for interested attendees to contact you with queries.

Click here to register your event.

7 - Grant Acquittal

Your organisation must complete the Grant Acquittal for the funded activity/event by

15 December 2026. Acquittals are completed via an online form. A link to this form will be sent to grant
recipients when confirming their successful application.


https://www.facebook.com/Meerilinga/
https://www.instagram.com/meerilinga/
https://www.facebook.com/lotterywest
https://www.instagram.com/lotterywest/
https://www.facebook.com/departmentofcommunities
https://www.instagram.com/communities_wa/
https://www.facebook.com/PublicEducationWA
https://www.instagram.com/education_wa/
https://www.childrensweekwa.org.au/register-an-event/
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A successful acquittal requires the completion of the acquittal form, and uploading of required documents and
images, including:
e Astatementofincome and expenditure forthe activity/event. This must be certified by the authorised
signatory of the organisation
e A minimum of three photographs of the event, which may be used by Meerilinga for promotional
purposes. Organisations must only provide images of persons that they have attained consent for.

Meerilinga will confirm satisfactory acquittal for each grant, or additional information required for completion.
Grant recipients are encouraged to use the full value of the grant on the proposed activity/event, as unused
funds are required to be returned to Meerilinga by 15 December 2026.

For underspend of less than $100, please contact Meerilinga and we will confirm if remaining funds can be
allocated to expenditure aligned with the purpose of the Children’s Week event.

8 — Event Changes and Cancellations

While we all aim to host successful events across the state, we do understand that things may change. Please
notify Meerilinga as soon as practical for major changes such as rescheduling or cancellation of events.

Event notifications should be sent via email to marketing@meerilinga.org.au

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us!

P: 08 9489 4013

E: marketing@ meerilinga.org.au



mailto:marketing@meerilinga.org.au
mailto:marketing@meerilinga.org.au

