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IDEAS, TIPS & TOOLS FOR YOUR
EVENT OR CELEBRATION

Article 30: Children have the right to use their own language,
celebrate their culture and practise their religion.
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What is Children’s Week?

Children’s Week celebrates children, their achievements and their
voices, while reminding us of their rights. The theme for each year is based on
a different article of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child (UNCRC). This year, we focus on
Article 30: Children have the right to use their own language,

celebrate their culture and practise their religion.

This Handbook has been developed by Meerilinga to help everyone to get
involved in Children's Week and celebrate the rights of children to be connected

to their culture and respected within their community. Whether you are a

community group planning an event, a family looking for ways to celebrate, or

a business who wants to help spread the word about children's rights
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About this Handbook

When planning for a Children's Week event, consider:

e Theimportance of Children's Week and Children's Rights
« What your community needs
« Ways to embed the theme in your Children's Week activity or event
o Connecting with other organisations
and community partners
e Involving children in project planning
o Creating a project that has meaningful outcomes

Who this resource is for?

Families and children: Get involved in events within your community
Community groups: Especially those looking for an activity or event idea

Early childhood services: Use the activities, children's rights information and project

ideas to engage children and families.

Schools and Education Communities: Use Children's Week as an opportunity to

explore children's rights, culture, language, identity and belonging.

Local Governments: Use the Toolkit to
support community participation and child-
friendly initiatives.

Community Organisations: Use the Toolkit
to plan activities, build partnerships and
develop grant applications.

Businesses: Find ways to support Children's
Week through sponsorship, donations,
volunteering or community partnerships.
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Key Messages of Children’'s Week 2026

Children's Week: Children's Week is a celebration of children, their rights, their voices
and their contributions to our communities.

Article 30: Every child has the right to use their own language, celebrate their culture and
practise their religion.

Community: Creating better communities for children benefits everyone.

/Everyday action: Children's rights are not just for Children's Week. They \
belong in our homes, services, schools and communities every day.

Whatever you choose to do, the event should:
e Celebrate your community's cultural diversity
e Be held around the Children’'s Week date 24 October - 1 November 2026.
e Be added to the Children’'s Week website events page:
\ www.childrensweekwa.org.au/events /

Key themes of Article 30

Culture - celebrate and strengthen children's cultural
identity.

Language - support children to use, hear and
celebrate their home languages.

Belonging - help children and families feel
connected to their community.

Participation - give children meaningful

opportunities to have their views heard.

Play - create opportunities for children to play, explore and connect.
Inclusion - reduce barriers and enable all children to participate.
Connection - bring children, families and communities together.

Creativity - allow children to express themselves through art, music, storytelling and
imagination.
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Celebration Ideas in 2026

Meerilinga Community Grants provide
opportunities for local communities to
celebrate children and families with events
and activities based on the theme. Events
don't need to be complicated - they simply
need to provide children with opportunities
to participate, connect, create, play, express
themselves and exercise their rights.

1. My Language, My Voice

Create a community language project

celebrating the languages spoken by local children
and families.

Possible activities:
e Multilingual storytime e Bilingual resources
e Language recordings e Children's language artwork
e Community language displays.

2. Our Culture, Our Stories
Support children and families to share stories about their culture, heritage and identity.

Possible outcomes include a community exhibition, children's book, digital story
collection or storytelling event.

3. Belonging Through Play
Create inclusive play opportunities that bring children and families together.

Possible activities include pop-up play, loose-parts play, cultural games and family play
sessions.
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4. Children’s Voices Community Project
Give children opportunities to share their ideas about what they want and need in their
community.

Children could contribute through:
e Drawing e Group discussions o  Creative workshops
e Storyteling e« Photography

5. Intergenerational Culture Project
Connect children with grandparents, Elders and community members to share language,
stories, music, games, traditions and knowledge.

6. Inclusive Community Celebration
Create a celebration where children and families from different cultural, linguistic,
religious and family backgrounds can participate.

7. Explore culture through arts

Invite local artists who have strong ties to cultural heritage to guide children and families
through simple art activities, such as painting or craft.
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How you can get involved

Families and Educators

Ask your children:

What makes you feel safe?

What makes you feel welcome?

What do you like about your culture?

What language do you like to speak?

What traditions are special to your family?

What makes you feel that you belong?

What would you change about our community?

Businesses

Local businesses can support Children's Week by:
e Sponsoring an activity
e donating goods or services

e providing a venue

e supporting printing

e donating prizes or resources

e volunteering

e displaying Children's Week information

e promoting Children’s Week and
Children’s Rights through their networks.

Community Leaders

Help create child-friendly communities by:

e listening to children

e supporting children's participation

e promoting inclusive community activities
e supporting families

e partnering with children's organisations

e providing accessible community spaces

e celebrating culture and diversity

e investing in projects that benefit children.
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Useful Links

A. Logos to Use:

Meerilinga Children and Community Service
Children’s Week WA 2026

Children’s Week Logo

Lotterywest Logo

Department of Communitites Logo

Department of Education Logo
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Click on the logo to download
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B. Rights of the Child Posters - click to download:
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3. Social Media Templates

Social Media Post 4.5 - General Nationwide

Facebook landscape — General Nationwide

D. Other Items to Download
Posters & Invitations or Letterhead Template

Colouring in Page
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Children’'s Week Community Grant Guidelines 2026 — Click to Download
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https://www.childrensweekwa.org.au/download/9477/?tmstv=1790130607
https://www.childrensweekwa.org.au/download/9475/?tmstv=1790130549
https://www.childrensweekwa.org.au/download/9481/?tmstv=1790130720
https://www.childrensweekwa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/CW-Grant-Guidelines-and-Requirements-2026.pdf
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Suggested social media messages

As well as promoting your own event a suggestion could be to include this paragraph
below:

Children's Week is a celebration of children's rights, voices, cultures and contributions.
This year, we are celebrating Article 30 - every child has the right to use their own
language, celebrate their culture and practise their religion.

Thank you to our Sponsors

We extend our appreciation and thanks to our valued Community Grants supporters;
Lotterywest, the Department of Communities and the Department of Education

for their generous support allowing us to celebrate Children's Week in 2026. Through
their contribution, Meerilinga is able to create meaningful opportunities for children,
families and communities. Their commitment supports Western Australian children and
helps to make Children’'s Week a special and inclusive celebration for all.

For any assistance and queries please contact:
Meerilinga Marketing Department on 9489 4013 or 9489 4014
marketing@meerilinga.org.au

Wishing, You a fun celebration
for Children's Week 2026
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